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In the year 1988, I was working as an accountant in Washington and knowing 

there had to be something more fulfilling than what I was doing. My interest 

and love has always been food, so I knew this was the direction I wanted to 

go. My wife and I  raided our savings accounts, and with the generosity of 

family, Sweetz Cheesecake was born the following year. 

 

The first few years were spent peddling our cakes to Washington area 

restaurants and hotels picking up clients as we went. In 1992 we opened our 

retail shop in Gaithersburg, Md. which we continue to operate today. In 2000, 

we added fundraising to our repertoire, and have a steady business of schools 

and organizations that we help raise funds for. 

 

The idea of a food truck captured my attention several years ago. Imagine 

being able to roam around a city and develop a clientele neighborhood by 

neighborhood. It wasn’t until 2011 when I brought my son-in-law on as a 

partner that I had the trusted manpower and energy that I needed! “That 

Cheesecake Truck” was a realization of a dream.  

 

We decided to put a charity aspect with the truck, giving 10% of our sales 

back to groups we believe in. This is a sacrifice for us, as it would be for any 

food establishment, but this city, as well as it’s restaurants, hotels and its 

people have given me the ability to raise a family and pass a business on to 

them. 

 

The proposed regulations coming out of the mayor’s office are extremely 

troubling to me. They are more about restricting competition and consumer 

choice than public safety. I compete with other companies every day, whether 

they be dessert trucks or other dessert wholesalers, and Sweetz is not always 

on the winning end. This pushes us to be better and more innovative. Relying 

on a lottery system or a game of chance if you will, is not a viable way to 

operate a food truck or any business. If these regulations were proposed to any 

other type of business, they would be absurd. What enterprise could operate in 

the hopes they would win the golden ticket to be open perhaps one day a week 

for a month? Yes, I know, we can roam freely around the city if we don’t win, 

providing we stay 500 feet away from an MRV Zone, however a 10 foot 

sidewalk restriction comes into play. I was out measuring the sidewalks this 

past month, few pass that rule. The idea that the proposed regulations level the 

playing field is untrue, it simply  eliminates the playing field.  



 

 

 

Food Trucks are popular for a reason. It’s not our “cool” graphics or our 

smiling faces. It’s our food, what we serve and the value attached to it. It’s the 

choice given to our customers which was lacking before this “revolution”. 

We’re entrepreneurs that saw a void in the marketplace and filled it. Isn’t this 

how a free market operates? Our customers are the ones that put us here, and 

keep us here. Shouldn’t the choice be up to them? 
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